All members and guests, please fill out the Welcome Form found at the end of your row and pass it on to
your neighbor. The pastoral and spiritual care of the members of Christ Church is very important to us. In
order to care for all of you, we need to know who is present and who is not. So, please take a moment to
sign the pad. The Welcome Forms will be picked up by the ushers at the end of the service.

PRELUDE

Prelude On Terra Beata

Harmon

CALL TO WORSHIP & PREPARING OUR HEARTS FOR WORSHIP
Our lives are often taken over by noise and distraction. This time allows us to sit in the silence
God has granted so that we might center ourselves on God.
P Jesus has given us a new commandment:
C We are commanded to love one another.
P Just as Christ has loved us,
C So we ought to have love for one another.
P
C By our love for one another.
P Come, may we join our hearts in worship:
C Worship God by loving one another.
~ written by Rev. Mindi and posted on Rev-o-lution.

GATHERING
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

GATHERING SONG

Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds
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Please be seated.
GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit is
with you all.
C And also with you.

KYRIE

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

This is The Feast
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray:
O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour into our hearts your
most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit, we may know goodness and peace,
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. C Amen.
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST LESSON Acts 11:1-18
L A reading from Acts.
1Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also
accepted the word of God. 2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers
4Then Peter
criticized him, 3
began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, 5
trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being
lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me. 6As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed
animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7
8
profane or unclean has ever
9

10This

happened three times; then everything was pulled up
again to heaven.
that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the
house where we were. 12The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction
11At

house. 13He told us how he had seen
and bring Simon, who is called Peter; 14he will give you a message by which you and your entire
15And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had
upon us at the beginning. 16
17If then God gave them the
same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could
18

L The Word of the Lord
C Thanks be to God
PSALM 148 Spoken responsively.
L 1Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens;
praise God | in the heights.
C 2Praise the LORD, all you angels;
sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.
3
L Praise the LORD, sun and moon;
sing praise, all you shining stars.
4
C Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens,
and you waters above the heavens.
L 5Let them praise the name of the LORD,
who commanded, and they were created,
C 6who made them stand fast forever and ever,
giving them a law that shall not pass away.

7Praise

L

the LORD from the earth,
you sea monsters and all deeps;
8fire and hail, snow and fog,
tempestuous wind, do
9mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars;
10wild beasts and all cattle,
creeping things and flying birds;
11sovereigns of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the world;
12young men and maidens,
old and young together.
13Let them praise the name of the LORD,
whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven.
14The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants,
the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. Hallelujah!

C
L
C
L
C
L
C

SECOND LESSON Revelation 21:1-6
L A reading from Revelation.
1I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away,
and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from
the throne saying,
He will dwell with them;
they will be his peoples,
and God himself will be with them;
4he will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
5
6

I am
the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from
L The Word of the Lord
C Thanks be to God
Please stand for the reading of the gospel.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL John 13:31-35
P The holy gospel according to John.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
31

glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will
glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and
34I give you a new
commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one
another. 35By t
P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated
Ciara Jones
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

Rev. Wes Smith
With High Delight Let Us Unite

P Gathered together by the power of the Holy Spirit we confess our common faith:
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic** church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
in widespread use. ** meaning the church universal

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the church,
people in need, and all of creation
A brief silence.
Loving God, lead us to follow your Spirit, rather than our own prejudices or desires, as the church
cares for one another. Open us to perceive your gifts in those we least expect. God, in your
mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Inspire us to praise you through the beauty and majesty of the natural world around us. Urge us
toward more deliberate care of the world you have made. God, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Humble the rulers of nations before your splendor. Direct them to the people who need their
attention most, and turn them from the temptation to hoard wealth or power. May your peace
stir in the hearts of all. God, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P As we pray for a new heaven and a new earth this day, we especially are aware of those among
us and those beyond these doors who are in deep need of your peace, of your healing touch, of
your just and bounteous kingdom. We pray those who dwell in places of strife, need, and want.
C Lord, hear our prayer.
C We pray for those who have been bereaved in the past week.
P Lord, hear our prayer.
C We pray for those who are unemployed and those fear layoff or termination
and all those struggling with a burden in the workplace and the marketplace.
P Lord, hear our prayer.

P This day we pray especially for Victoria, Bob, Anne, Brie, LeeAnn, Linda, The Eugenio Family,
LCFS, Martin, Candice, and Dorothy, and for all those we now name in our hearts or in the
presence of this assembly. God, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Place holy love at the center of all our relationships and communities. By your love heal us,
convict us, and renew us. Bring an end to racism in our churches and communities. Let everyone
know your goodness by the love we show one another. God, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Give us a place in the diverse company of your beloved saints. Teach us the value of each
your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C Amen.

P The peace of Christ is with you always.
C And also with you.
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

VOLUNTARY

For the Beauty of the Earth
~Sanctuary Choir~

For the beauty of the earth, for the beauty of the skies,
For the love which from our birth over and around us lies:
Lord of all, to Thee we raise this our joyful hymn of praise.
For the beauty of each hour of the day and of the night,
Hill and vale and tree and tree and flower, sun and moon and stars of light:
Lord of all, to Thee we raise this our joyful hymn of praise.
For the joy of human love, brother, sister, parent, child,
Friends on earth, and friends above, for all gentle thoughts and mild:
Lord of all, to Thee we raise this our joyful hymn of praise.
For each perfect gift of thine to our race so freely given
Graces human and divine, flow'rs of earth and buds of heav'n
Lord of all, to Thee we raise this our joyful hymn of praise.
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Rutter
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P Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. As
you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and
to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C Amen
GREAT THANKSGIVING
DIALOGUE
P The Lord is with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,
and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness
to the land of milk and honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
With this bread and cup
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
C Christ has died. Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

P O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.
Grace our table with your presence.
C Come, Holy Spirit.
P Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.
Send us forth,
burning with justice, peace, and love.
C Come, Holy Spirit.
P With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars,
we praise you, O God,
blessed and holy Trinity,
now and forever.
C Amen.

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who
sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Taste and see that the Lord is good.
COMMUNION
All are welcome to participate in the Lord's Meal. If it's been years, or just a week, the bread and wine/juice
and Jesus' presence in, with, and around them are for all. If you have questions about taking your first
communion don't hesitate to speak with Pastor Wes.
Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. When you come forward you will receive a wafer from
Pastor Wes and you will hear the words the body of Christ, given for you. Once you eat the wafer you
are invited to take either wine or juice from the communion assistant and you will hear the words, the
blood of Christ, shed for you. Once you've communed there is a small receptacle where the used
communion cup can be placed.

P The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
COMMUNION SONG

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P Let us pray.
Lifeto give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your
how your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen
Lord. C Amen.
SENDING OF COMMUNION
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and give you peace. C Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. C Amen.
Please stand as you are able.
SENDING SONG

Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing

DISMISSAL
P You are the body of Christ risen up for the sake of the world. Go in peace. Share the good
news.
C Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Lead on, O King Eternal

Brunner
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SERVING US AT WORSHIP THIS SUNDAY

