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Blessed To Be a Blessing 

I don’t expect you to match my energy on this, but in a few short weeks, it’ll be time to pop the bubbly and pay 

an exuberant amount of money for streaming services because MLB opening day is upon us. 

It’s been a busy off-season, and while I ended the year with some disappointment, the anticipation mounts. The 

off-season is always an interesting time. It’s a time where teams get to evaluate the best and worst of their squad 

and it's the time where contracts are negotiated. 

You all know that I’m a Phillies fan; our team just finalized the most expensive contract in MLB history to date. 

Bryce Harper accepted a 13-year, $330 million contract, for which I am sure there are incentives. When I told 

dad, his initial response was, "Can you imagine the tithe on that?" 

Okay, Wes, this isn’t SportsCenter. 

Let’s see how this might relate to the gospel. 

Today we are firmly planted in Mark’s gospel. The first 10 chapters of Mark’s gospel recount his three-year 

ministry. And the final six chapters of Mark's Gospel comprise the final week of Jesus’ life, the passion. 

Our reading from Mark eight comes at the tail end of Jesus’ ministry. It was marked by healing, teaching, and 

parables, working miracles, and acting as a rabbi, a teacher. His ministry revealed the glory of God, and now it’s 

time to reveal an uncomfortable yet needed truth: Jesus must undergo great suffering, be rejected by the elders, 

the chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 

So, imagine if you will, it’s negotiation time. You’re sitting across the table from Jesus, and your job is to entice 

Him to stay. That’s exactly what Peter does or at least tries. Peter wants Jesus to sign up for a 13-year contract; 

he wants him to stick around because what they’ve got going, it’s pretty good. But! Who else tried this tactic? 

Who else tried to entice Jesus to stick around and forsake the cross? 

Here’s the thing, I’m not so sure my words would be any different than Peter's. We’re not just talking about 

some guy here. The disciples dropped everything. They left their livelihood, their family for Jesus’ sake. Now 

Jesus is gonna leave them high and dry? Peter's reaction is normal; he doesn’t want to lose his friend, his 

teacher. And rather than offer a $330 million contract, Peter takes Jesus aside and rebukes him. We don’t know 

what Peter said, but you can almost imagine him saying, "How are you gonna turn this down? You’re in your 

prime!" 

His rebuke was ineffective. 

"Get behind me, Satan!" 

Imagine hearing those words from Jesus. Imagine them being directed at you. How would you feel? 

Just a small side note here, when Jesus calls Peter Satan, he’s not necessarily equating a one-for-one 

comparison, but rather he’s saying, "Why are you tempting me?" 

You see, Peter’s reaction is precipitated by the collapse of his worldview. Everything that he had held to be true, 

everything that he knew to be certain, was now colliding and crashing into pieces. 



Not only is Jesus going to die, but Peter is now wondering if he will face the same fate. And Peter must now 

struggle with the knowledge that Jesus will die at the hands of the religious leaders and the political 

authorities—positions held in high regard. That Jesus will suffer at the hands of the religious and political 

authorities is a horrifying revelation about these institutions: about religious leaders rolling over the poor, 

perverting the will and purpose of God in favor of their own purposes; and about the Roman Empire, allegedly 

guaranteeing the common good through its imposed peace that brought oppression through violence. 

Everything is crashing to pieces. 

Perhaps one way to approach this text is not to consider the actions of the political authorities and the religious 

leaders, but rather how their actions might be reflected in our own. In other words, like Peter, are there times 

where we try to muzzle or even mute the teachings of Jesus—perverting the will and purpose of God in favor of 

our own purposes? 

Peter wanted nothing to do with what Jesus was teaching, at least regarding his death. And in doing so, he falls 

prey to a type of prosperity gospel, the idea that the gospel should be based upon worldly standards and not 

heavenly ones. Peter associated righteousness with power and privilege. He believed wealth and social status 

were synonymous with piety and sanctification. Unfortunately, Peter failed to see the inconsistency between his 

political theology and his social situation: if you were a true disciple, why were you poor? This is a human error 

even today. 

When it comes to following Jesus, the message is evident: doing so would not lead to prosperity, but to pain, 

suffering, and persecution. True discipleship, then, is defined not by what one might receive, but by what one is 

willing to give. This calls to mind sections of scripture where we are called to lift up the lowly, to clothe the 

homeless, and to serve those who are in vulnerable positions. This is the way; this is how to follow Jesus—by 

emptying ourselves and imagining ourselves as empty pitchers before a full and overflowing fountain, 

symbolizing that we as Christians are empty vessels that must be filled by the overflowing and abundant spirit 

of God.  

This is the way. 

Peter wasn’t ready to hear the hard truth. But Peter's stubbornness is to our benefit, for we get to see Jesus on 

his own terms, not on ours. To not accept this hard truth is simply to mute, in fact, neuter the gospel. 

So here we are, we’ve got Peter and Jesus. We’re being told that Jesus is going to die, Peter doesn’t like that—

Jesus rebukes him, and then he reveals the true meaning of discipleship.  

Spoiler alert—it’s probably the opposite of what you think. 

Jesus tells us that we are to deny ourselves and take up our cross and follow Him. 

It’s an interesting turn of phrase, picking up your cross. I do think, however, that more times than not we hear 

this phrase through Peter's ears. By that, I mean to say, it could be far too easy to see ministry as more of a 

burden than a joy. 

The most often heard critiques of the Christian faith, both within the church and outside of it, is that it is too 

other-worldly oriented. By this, critics mean that the church does a good job preparing people for life after death 

but is not very helpful when it comes to helping people live life today.  

When Jesus calls upon us to pick up our cross, it is evidence that he called believers to follow Christ into the 

world rather than away from the world. This means that we are called to live an alternative way based on self-

denial and renunciation of self-centeredness. We’re to examine God’s paradoxical perspective on life, the idea 

that if you want to save your life, you will lose it, and if you are willing to lose it, you will save it. 



For the 21st-century Christian mind, at least in the United States, it is hard to imagine situations where hardship 

and discipleship might be interchangeable terms, but this was the case in the early church.  

At present, there is no evidence that Christians enjoyed a measure of respect in Roman society. The ease with 

which Nero persuaded Roman citizens of Christian culpability in the burning of Rome suggests the opposite. 

Indeed, Christian writings normally depict Christian suffering. Some Christians developed a rationale for 

suffering, others related Jesus's trials with their own, while still others placed their individual situations on a 

cosmic scale as an indication for their suffering. All of this makes sense when you understand the context of 

Mark’s Gospel. Mark’s Gospel was written to a community of persecuted Christians, so when we’re talking 

about losing our life, this isn’t an abstract concern, it was a foreboding reality.  

So, if our context is different, what then does it mean to lose our life for the sake of the gospel? For that, we 

simply need to look to the Beatitudes and the way in which Jesus understood the world as a kingdom of 

opposites. 

The gospel is not meant to simply make us feel cheerful and glad. That’s the gospel of Glory, taking Jesus 

without the things that make us uncomfortable.  

Nope! The gospel is meant to challenge us; if it isn’t challenging us, then it has nothing left to teach.  

The disciples needed to be taught, and so do we. We need the daily reminder that we are loved; we need the 

daily reminder that the sun rises and falls on saint and sinner alike, and that while we can look forward to 

everlasting life, there is still ministry needed in the building of God’s Kingdom in the here and now. 

Not of this world? Folks, we’re in it!  

________________________________________________________________________ 

In August 2018, an article titled "Blessed to Be a Blessing" featured Preston Meadow Lutheran Church in Texas 

for their Lutheran dinner profile. I must admit, I searched high and low for this article. Currently enrolled in a 

certificate course in nonprofit management at IUPUI, sourcing is crucial for writing papers, and this article 

became a valuable source for me. 

This story holds a special place in my heart as it exemplifies how churches can thrive in the present while 

utilizing their abundance for the betterment of God’s Kingdom. 

When worshippers arrived on March 4 at Preston Meadow Lutheran Church, they sensed something 

extraordinary was afoot. However, only the congregational council and staff were aware that each family would 

be leaving with envelopes containing checks totaling $125,000. 

Out of the 300 envelopes prepared, each containing sums ranging from $250 to $1000, only 50 or 60 remained 

unclaimed. Recipients were given 30 days to decide how to utilize the funds, with minimal instructions urging 

them to address the greatest need laid on their hearts by God. 

For instance, they could use the money to settle medical bills or rent or donate it to a cherished organization. 

Some directed their funds towards aiding Venezuela by providing food and medicine, while others divided the 

money to assist families in need with purchasing essentials like food or gas. 

Remarkably, this spirit of generosity extends even to newcomers. Upon joining Preston Meadow Lutheran 

Church, individuals receive a $25 donation in their name to a charity of their choice, without the requirement of 

membership. By merely attending church, they contribute positively to the world around them. 



Reflecting on this initiative, the pastor emphasized its roots in the church's clear mission and vision, aligning 

with God's purpose for them. He stressed that God calls us to be generous and participate in healing the world, 

not just through financial means, but also by investing time, talent, and care into nurturing relationships. 

This story resonates deeply with me because it underscores the importance of focusing on the present rather 

than solely fixating on the afterlife. When presented with the unexpected gift of $125,000, there was no 

hesitation or discord among the recipients; they understood its intended purpose—to advance the kingdom, not 

to languish in a memorial fund or savings account, but to actively make a difference here and now. 

This mirrors the example set by Jesus and the call we, as Christians, receive—to use our resources, however 

limited they might be, to serve eternal purposes. While we may not have $125,000 readily available, we possess 

all we need to fulfill this calling: the willingness to carry our crosses and channel our greatest joys into meeting 

the world's greatest needs. For in doing so, we embody the essence of our divine calling and contribute to the 

realization of God's Kingdom on Earth.  

Amen. 


